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The plastic bank. Using plastic to change the world

You can't change everything in the world, but the key to changing
some things is in front of you. It's in the plastic cup and the plastic
bottle of fizzy drink on your desk. These containers are often thrown
in the rubbish at the end of the day because they aren't considered
important.

However, one man, David Katz, thinks plastic is an important tool for
social and environmental change. He's using his organization, The
Plastic Bank, to make that happen. Right now, someone is throwing
an empty packet of crips or a plastic bottle onto a beach.
Somewhere else, the wind is blowing plastic bags and boxes into the
ocean. Last year, the oceans were polluted by about 7 million tons of
plastic, mainly because rubbish was left on beaches. The problem of
plastic litter is the worst in countries like Colombia and Peru.

Using 3D printing, The Plastic Bank will turn plastic litter into
products to help people in these countries. How? The organization
opens a collection bank with a 3D printer. People collect plastic and
bring it to the bank. The plastic waste is recycled and the people are
given credit for it. The credit is then exchanged for items like food
and clothes, or it's used to pay for the 3D printing of tools, water
filters and other things to improve life in their communities. The
more people collect, the better their lives will be. Any donation of
time or money is appreciated. Help The Plastic Bank make the world
a better place today.

READING COMPREHENSION
1. Answer the following questions using your own words. (2 points)

a) What does David Katz think he can do with plastic?

b) What must people do to get credit from the Plastic Bank?

¢) What does the Plastic Bank do with plastic items?

d) Why is it a good idea for people to collect a lot of plastic?
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2. Say if the following statements are true or false. Give evidence from the
text. (1 point)

a) Most people keep plastic containers because they are expensive.

b) The Plastic bank gives people money for plastic.

3. Find a word or expression that means the same as the following: (7 point)

a) an object we use to work in the garden, garage or in the house

b) pick up

¢) make something better

d) not full

4. Answer the following questions.
a) Rewrite the following sentence into reported speech. (7 point)

«I think recycling is a good idea for environment» she said

b) Rewrite the following sentence into the active voice. (7 point)

Last year, the oceans were polluted by about 7 million tons of plastic.

¢) Write the verbs between brackets into the correct tense. (7 point)

Yesterday I (FIND) a lot of plastic in the sea while I
(SWIM)
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WRITING (3 points)

5. Write about what you can do to help the environment and make a better
world for us and the future generations. (Write about 100 words)
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