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Where do they live?

* They can be found in all the

world seas and oceans and have g G

been there for millions of years

under any condition of temperature

or depth. by e

« They live at sea far away fromthe «/ “&

land, but during the spring and the summer

seasons they are usually pushed towards the shoreline by
the sea currents and the inward winds.

= |n case they get to the coast, they usually die.

Why should we
pay attention to them?

» The reason lies in their stinging capacity both within
the water and’on the sand and in the injuries they can
provoke on us.

* Because, even though their presence is more than
natural, their numbers and frequency of appearance have
alarmingly increased. The consequences their presence
may have in bathers and tourists have become a great
concern.

THE CAUSES OF THIS GROWING NUMBERS ARE TO BE FOUND IN
* The disappearance and dwindling numbers of their natural
predators (turtles, tuna fish, swordfish, moonfish...).

“Over fishing”.

* The increase in the number of nutrients in the water.

“Sea contamination”.

* The increase in the water temperature. “Climate change”.

Co-authors: [sabal Barceld and Joan Terrassa / Legal deposit: P 2031 - 2010

JELLYFISH, JELLIES, SEA JELLIES,
GELATINOUS ZOOPLANKTON,
MEDUSOZ0A, MEDUSAE

WHAT ARE THEY?

They are free-swimming members of the phylum of the -
cnidaria, from Greek word Cnida, which means “nettie_"
This name makes reference to their capacity to provoke -
nettlerash or hives thanks to the presence, all over their

~ bodies, of specialized stinging cells called cnidocytes.

These cells are used by the jellyfish to defend thernse'ivgs

and to get their food.
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- 'ONEOF THERTWO
STAGES (BODY FORMS). THE
PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF THESE STAGES AND ITS LENGTH
MAY VARY FROM ONE SPECIES TO ANOTHER.
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